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Report for the season

Assessing Referees in Norfolk
The assessing period for referees runs
from 1 March to 28 February in any year
and during that period referees on the
promotion lists, newly qualified referees,
referees who need guidance and Anglian
Combination Premier Division (Supply
League) referees are all assessed.

Assessments are carried out by former
referees who reached the status of at
least Senior County Referee or
who have been involved in
Referee Instructional duties for
those reaching County Level
status.  Assessors are all
volunteers who only receive
expenses for their journeys to
and from games.

In Norfolk there are 18 active
assessors, some assess on
Saturday's, Sunday's and mid-
week, some assessors commit
to both days over the weekend
others only the one day.  Some
because of work and family
commitments can only assess
two games a month, but every
assessment covered is so
valuable to a referee.  Of these
18 assessors, 11 assess on the
Supply League.  These
assessment results have to be
fed to The FA every two months
to enable them to give
development games to those
referees showing potential to
the next level.

In Norfolk during the year
ending in February 2007,
assessors covered 349 games,
an increase of over 100
assessments from the previous
year.  Unfortunately there were
10 'aborted journeys', these are
where the assessor arrived at
the ground, but due to adverse
weather conditions the game
was postponed.

The 349 games comprised of:
level 6 to 5 promotion games -
59, level 7 to 6 promotion
games - 93, newly qualified
referees and guidance
assessments for referees - 83
and Supply League
assessments - 114.

All these assessments helped to
contribute to increasing the knowledge of
each referee assessed and hopefully the
referee will take on board the advice
given on the assessment and improve
the standard of their refereeing.

Without the commitment from all the
assessors, and it is a commitment as
often it requires the assessor standing

around for the whole of the game in
adverse weather conditions, this total
could not have been achieved.  Also
without the effort put by the Norfolk
County FA Assessor Co-ordinator Keith
Greensides, the smooth running of the
system and the low number of aborted
journeys and the high number of
assessments would not have been
achieved.
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On 24 April Norfolk County FA held an E.ON
sponsored Cup Festival day for school children in
years 5 & 6 from across the county. The Festival
attracted 24 teams with each one consisting of 8
players, 4 girls and 4 boys with a total of 192 players
being involved in a total of 43 games during a very
active day.
All the games at the festival were refereed by
registered referees who certainly added to the young
children's day.  The 4 referees on the day were from
left to right, Derek Richardson, Keith Greensides,
Andrew Hardy and Ralph Morris; all very experienced
referees with over 140 years service to refereeing.
Their combined age is a remarkable 260 years.
Despite this all the 4 referees are still going strong
and not weakening in any way, during the season
they are out refereeing as many as 4 games each a
week and also officiating in small side competitions as
well.  By making themselves available for games and
competitions such as this, the referees help to make
the games that much better for those taking part. 
As the picture shows the 4 gentlemen all enjoyed the
day as did all the children.  260 years and still not out,
well done boys - keep it up, the game needs you!

260 years and not out




